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rather an umbrella for the work of many diverse, if outwardly similar, committees. Second, each ad hoc committee generally reports to a single agency and does not perform assessments for several bodies at once. The committees of NRG have been included in our survey as examples of ad hoc risk assessment groups that are entirely separate from government regulators. Table III-6 is a partial list of NRC reports (published since 1977) that examined the carcinogenic risks associated with exposure to particular chemicals.
Agenda and Procedures
Committee members are appointed on the strength of their professional qualifications? they may come from universities, industry, government, or another sector of society, but they do not serve as representatives of any agency, group, or institution unless they are specifically so designated on appointment. Occasionally when, by virtue of special expertise or for other reasons, persons affiliated with interested parties are placed on committees, every effort is made to achieve a balance of interests. In any case, all committee members are asked to complete a statement, "On Potential Sources of Bias," which includes information on sources of personal income, sources of research support, and more subtle forms of personal bias, including values held that may influence a member's judgment. The membership of every committee that will formulate a position, take an action, or prepare a report is reviewed by NBC staff and must be approved by the Chairman of NRC. The work of the committees is facilitated by professional and support staff employed by NRC.
The conduct of a study varies with its nature and objective, the time permitted to complete it, its political sensitivity, and the personalities involved.  In general, committees have considerable latitude in carrying out their responsibilities and may hold public meetings and schedule technical conferences to collect pertinent information. Committees typically meet three to six times a year. Meetings are concerned with planning, discussions of issues and drafts of reports, and, later, the development of final conclusions and recommendations. Although a committee has much freedom in planning and executing its study and reaching its conclusions, several restrictions include the obvious necessity to respond to the charge stipulated in the contract, time and budgetary